July 11, 2025

The Honorable Mike Simpson

Chair

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and
Related Agencies

House Committee on Appropriations
2358-B Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Tom Cole

Chair

House Committee on Appropriations
H-307 The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Chellie Pingree

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and
Related Agencies

House Committee on Appropriations

1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Rosa DelLauro
Ranking Member

House Committee on Appropriations
1036 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

RE: Oppose Elimination of National Park Service Community Assistance Programs

Dear Chair Simpson, Chair Cole, Ranking Member Pingree, and Ranking Member DeLauro:

On behalf of millions of our members and supporters, we write to express deep concern
regarding the proposed elimination of critical National Park Service (NPS) Community
Assistance Programs in the Fiscal Year 2026 appropriations process. Programs such as the
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program, National Heritage Areas, the National
Register of Historic Places, Hydropower Assistance Program, and several Congressionally-
authorized grants are essential to communities nationwide. They reflect the NPS’s mission to
extend the benefits of natural and cultural resource conservation beyond park boundaries.

These locally focused programs provide vital planning, technical assistance, and funding
support to initiatives that improve parks, trails, conservation areas, and historic sites. They help
revitalize underutilized spaces, transforming them into dynamic community assets that foster
recreation, public health, economic development, and environmental resilience. Many of these
projects leverage significant non-federal investment, making them some of the most cost-
effective tools the federal government has for strengthening communities.

Recent examples highlight the ongoing impact of these programs: In December 2024, the NPS
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) Program announced support for 10 new
community projects across Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Tennessee.! These include a 1.5-mile Riverwalk extension in Montgomery, Alabama; expanded
access to Ashley River Park West in Charleston, South Carolina; and key blueway and
greenway initiatives along the Hatchie and Nolichucky Rivers in Tennessee. These efforts not
only enhance outdoor access but also advance cultural preservation, environmental restoration,
and regional connectivity through strategic partnerships.

" National Park Service (2025). Current RTCA projects. U.S. Department of the Interior. Retrieved from

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/current-projects.htm



https://www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/current-projects.htm

National Heritage Areas (NHAs) and the National Register of Historic Places support local
efforts to protect historic landmarks, restore cultural sites, and preserve the stories that define
our shared heritage—ensuring that future generations can experience the depth and diversity of
America’s past.

The Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers Program exemplifies NPS’s collaborative approach to
conservation, supporting locally driven plans for rivers such as the Westfield (MA), White Clay
Creek (DE/PA), and the York River (ME). However, continued budget shortfalls and staffing
reductions increasingly limit the program’s ability to initiate new studies, provide technical
assistance, and ensure ongoing stewardship. Despite its proven success in leveraging local
partnerships and avoiding direct federal management, the program’s reach remains constrained
by inadequate capacity and unpredictable funding, putting at risk the long-term protection of
nationally significant waterways.

We are also particularly concerned about the proposed elimination of the Hydropower
Assistance Program, which plays a key role in advancing renewable energy and resilience
within our national parks. Notable successes include the Glacier Bay “intertie” project in
Alaska—completed in 2021—which delivers 800 kW of renewable power and saves
approximately 600 tons of CO, annually, and the Yellowstone micro-hydro project in Wyoming
saves around $73,000 per year and reduce carbon emissions by 800 tons annually. These
innovative projects demonstrate how modest federal investments can yield substantial
environmental and economic benefits.

In addition, we are alarmed by the growing staffing crisis at the NPS, including the threat of a
Reduction in Force (RIF), which could further dismantle the agency’s capacity to serve the
public. With the workforce already down by 24% this year alone, additional cuts would endanger
visitor safety, delay basic services, and compromise the protection of our nation’s natural and
cultural treasures.? The uncertainty surrounding RIFs has demoralized staff and jeopardized
essential park functions at a time of record-high visitation.

While the proposed cuts would reduce overall federal spending by less than one-half of one
percent, they would slash the National Park Service’s budget by nearly 40%—severely curtailing
the agency’s reach and effectiveness in communities across the country, particularly in areas
distant from national parks. The elimination of these programs would undo decades of
collaboration between NPS and local organizations, tribes, municipalities, businesses, and
regional partners.

For most Americans, everyday experiences with nature happen close to home—walking a dog,
visiting a neighborhood park, kayaking on a river, or hiking a nearby trail. These places, often
supported by NPS assistance programs, form the foundation of our national outdoor
infrastructure. Cutting these programs undermines our collective ability to support outdoor
recreation, preserve cultural heritage, and promote public and economic well-being.

We urge you to reject these short-sighted cuts and reaffirm the NPS’s role in serving all
communities.

Thank you for considering this request.

2 National Parks Conservation Association. (2023). Protecting America’s heritage means protecting the people who steward it.
Retrieved from https://npca.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/4593/7ee25845-bd0e-45d8-b38b-e89dd09a2b80.pdf?1752079943



https://npca.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/4593/7ee25845-bd0e-45d8-b38b-e89dd09a2b80.pdf?1752079943

Sincerely,
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