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A National Legacy Worth Defending 

Congress declares these areas, though distinct in character, are united through their 

inter-related purposes and resources into one national park system as cumulative 

expressions of a single national heritage; that, individually and collectively, these 

areas derive increased national dignity and recognition of their superlative 

environmental quality through their inclusion jointly with each other in one national 

park system preserved and managed for the benefit and inspiration of all the people 

of the United States. -- General Authorities Act (1970),  54 USC § 100101 

A nation’s true prosperity lies in how it protects its natural and cultural heritage — its wildlife, 
landscapes and the historic places and sites that shaped its path. These values can’t be measured 
on a balance sheet. More than a century ago, Theodore Roosevelt captured this idea: “The nation 
behaves well if it treats the natural resources as assets which it must turn over to the next 
generation increased; and not impaired in value.” 

The United States pioneered the idea of protecting special places “for the benefit and enjoyment of 
the people” with the creation of Yellowstone National Park in 1872, signed into law by President 
Grant. And in 1916, Congress established the National Park Service (NPS) to carry out this vision, 
tasked with preserving natural and historic resources “unimpaired for the enjoyment of future 
generations.” 

The National Park System has grown to encompass 433 of America’s most important natural, 
historic and recreational sites across all 50 states and U.S. territories from remote Alaskan 
wilderness and Pacific islands to major cities and coastal shores. These parks, monuments, 
battlefields, memorials, seashores and more have been established by Congress and nearly every 
president for over 150 years. Each are vital thread in the fabric of America’s story. They are the 
crown jewels of our public lands, symbols of national pride, open to all and owned by the American 
people in trust for future generations. 

Why National Parks Matters 

In 1983, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Wallace Stegner called national parks “the best idea we ever 
had.” More than just scenic destinations, America’s national parks reflect our shared values and 
democratic ideals. They are our national classrooms where we can learn about our complete story: 
moments of national pride and achievement and moments that demand reflection and reckoning. 
And they preserve ecosystems that support the well-being of communities across the country. 

 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/54/100101
https://www.nps.gov/places/000/theodore-roosevelt-memorial.htm
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/act-establishing-yellowstone-national-park
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/national-park-system.htm
https://www.nps.gov/learnandexplore/index.htm?ref=climativity.com
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• Cultural and Historical Legacy: From Civil War battlefields to sites honoring civil rights 
struggles, parks preserve the full spectrum of our national identity. These places are where 
Americans go to learn, reflect and grow. Preserving these places that, as filmmaker Ken 
Burns put it, allows us to “get to know ourselves and...relate to previous generations 
through these magnificent places.” 

• Natural Beauty and Biodiversity: Parks safeguard irreplaceable landscapes, ecosystems 
and wildlife from ancient forests and fragile deserts to coral reefs and tundra. They serve as 
vital strongholds of biodiversity, protecting thousands of plant and animal species and 
ensuring healthy ecosystems that benefit all Americans. 

• Public Health Benefits: National parks are good for the soul. Park advocate Audrey 
Peterman captured the lasting impact of time spent in national parks, saying the sense of 
peace she feels there stays with her: “The level of comfort and peace that I experience in 
the parks flows like a stream throughout my life... there is a core of me that cannot be 
disturbed. It keeps me in balance all the time.” 

• Economic Impact: Our national parks are cherished places that fuel local tourism 
economies and support American jobs. America’s National Park System costs a mere 1/15 
of one percent of the federal budget, while contributing over $55 billion to the nation’s 
economy and supporting 415,000+ jobs annually. Every dollar invested in our national parks 
provide at least a $15 return on investment.  

• Public Support: Americans deeply value their national parks, as reflected by the millions of 
visitors who explore them each year – more than 331 million visits in 2024 alone. Polling 
consistently shows the National Park Service enjoys the highest favorability rating of any 
federal agency, and Americans overwhelmingly oppose budget or staffing cuts to the Park 
Service. 

Current Threats 

Despite strong bipartisan support for national parks, the current administration has initiated the 
most severe cuts in Park Service history, proposing a $1 billion budget cut and implementing staff 
reductions that have already eliminated 24% of the agency’s permanent workforce since January 
2025. These losses are weakening the NPS’s ability to meet Congress’s mandate to manage parks 
using “the highest quality science and information.” 

At the same time, directives from Interior Secretary Burgum have pushed for the erasure of complex 
historical narratives, prioritizing nostalgia over the truth, and undermining another Congressional 
mandate that the Park Service provide “the highest quality interpretation and education.” 

Together, these actions weaken Congress’s vision and threaten the integrity, mission and future of 
the national park system, putting irreplaceable places and public trust at risk. 

 

https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/the-national-parks/q-a-with-ken-burns
https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/the-national-parks/q-a-with-ken-burns
https://www.npca.org/articles/7736-our-national-parks-need-sound-science
https://www.nationalparks.org/connect/blog/quotes-inspire-you-women-conservationists
https://www.nationalparks.org/connect/blog/quotes-inspire-you-women-conservationists
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/socialscience/visitor-use-statistics-dashboard.htm
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/08/12/americans-see-many-federal-agencies-favorably-but-republicans-grow-more-critical-of-justice-department/
https://www.dataforprogress.org/blog/2025/2/26/voters-are-concerned-about-recent-layoffs-and-budget-cuts-at-the-us-national-park-service-and-forest-service
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/science/research-policy-guidance.htm
https://www.npca.org/articles/8858-new-order-threatens-park-service-s-efforts-to-protect-and-explore-american
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4680/text
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Call to Action 
Decimating America’s Park System could very well be the country’s worst idea. We cannot allow 
this administration to erase a legacy that belongs to all Americans. It’s up to us—individually and 
collectively—to speak out and demand that Congress protect these irreplaceable places. 

Congress must hear loud and clear: Americans will not stand by while one of the defining pillars of 
our national identity is undermined. We expect Congress to hold the administration accountable 
and uphold its responsibility to protect America’s national parks now and for generations to come. 

https://www.denverpost.com/2025/05/26/national-parks-budget-cuts-doug-burgum/?utm_campaign=socialflow&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_content=tw-denverpost&utm_medium=social

