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The Work Continues 

The Coalition continues to speak out on behalf
of parks, programs, offices, and NPS
employees. Like many of you, we are
incredibly concerned about the current health
and the future of our National Park
System. We were happy to help coordinate a
letter sent by former NPS Directors and
other former agency leaders, asking Secretary
Burgum to join the millions of Americans who
support the National Park Service and ensure
that these special places are protected for
future generations - and we submitted
questions for him as well. In addition, we
are proud to be part of the recent lawsuit
seeking relief from the Reduction in Force
(RIF) firings and large-scale reorganization of
the federal government. The judge ordered
a preliminary injunction against moving
forward with RIFs and reorganization efforts.
We will continue the work.

Advocacy Issues and Actions

Below are highlights from the Coalition's
work in May: 

The Coalition weighed in on the budget
reconciliation package that included a
last-minute amendment allowing the
sale of public lands in Nevada and
Utah, which comes on the heels of
proposed budget cuts to the National
Park Service. The Coalition opposed this
provision, which was ultimately dropped
from the House version. The Coalition
also opposed provisions related to
Ambler Road and harmful oil and
gas provisions.
Ahead of the Memorial Day weekend,
the Coalition warned that staffing cuts
at national parks and public lands will
not only jeopardize vacation plans and
public safety, there are impacts to
natural and cultural resources,
programs, and offices that are
happening behind the scenes and
degrading the National Park System.
The Coalition submitted
comments strongly opposing the
proposal by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and the National Marine
Fisheries Service to rescind the long-
standing regulatory interpretation of the
term “harm” in the Endangered Species
Act’s (ESA) definition of prohibited take.
We also joined a group letter signed
by numerous organizations.
The Coalition sent a letter in support of
full funding for National Heritage Areas

These are just a small selection of our
advocacy actions in the past few weeks. Please
visit our website for a complete summary of
our actions.

Share Your Story

The Environmental Data and
Governance Initiative (EDGI), an
influential network of interdisciplinary
academics and other activists, has begun an
interviewing project with recently retired
National Park Service (NPS) staff.  These
confidential interviews will form the basis for
white papers and other reports on the current
administration's impacts on the NPS. Their
reports will seek to convey voices,
experiences, critiques, and visions to public
audiences, while rigorously protecting the
confidentiality of former and then-current
staffers with whom they spoke. If you are
interested, please reach out to one or more co-
leaders of this project for more information: 

Chris Sellers: Stony Brook University
chrissellersedgi@gmail.com 
Signal: ChrisSellersEDGI.63
 

Alissa Cordner: Whitman College
alissa.cordner@gmail.com

Scout Blum: Troy University
Scoutblum@gmail.com

In reaching out, please provide your name, a
non-work email or Signal handle (letting
them know which you prefer), the date when
you left the agency, and the part of the agency
in which you worked. 

On the Horizon

Here is a look at some of the work we'll be
pursuing in June:

Tracking budget reconciliation,
including defense of public lands 
Working with partner agencies to
develop a coordinated, strategic plan to
help defend our National Park System
Outreach to Congressional offices as we
share stories of impacts to our national
parks and public lands
Highlighting our Voices of Experience
on social media and through other
channels
Continuing to track other areas of
concern, including energy development
near parks, regional haze, and potential
threats to national monuments, public
lands, and NPS employees

Give to the Coalition

Not a member? No worries! Members,
supporters, and the public can all
donate to the Coalition.

If you'd like to make a monetary donation, we
are a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization. Our
campaign’s tax identification number is 20-
2002652. Your donation will help the
Coalition continue our work to support federal
employees, our national parks, and public
lands. 

Donate today!

Member Count

The Coalition added 151 new members in
May, for a total of 4,321! Membership is open
to current and former NPS employees and
volunteers. Know anyone interested in
becoming a member? They can join here.
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