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Coalition News

The Coalition to Protect America’s National
Parks has officially reached 3,000 members
strong! Our incredible coalition of current,
former, and retired NPS employees and
volunteers represents over 50,000 years of
experience dedicated to preserving and
protecting the National Park System.

Every member adds their voice, expertise,
and passion to the mission of safeguarding
these incredible spaces for generations to
come. Thank you for your unwavering
commitment to keeping our parks safe,
accessible, and cherished for generations.
Here’s to continuing the work on behalf of our
beloved public lands.

Annual Giving Campaign

Our annual giving campaign is up and
running! While we appreciate your donations
at any time of the year, we hope you'll
consider making a gift during this giving
season. There is much work to be done and
challenges on the horizon - please consider
making a gift to the Coalition today.

Advocacy Issues and Actions

Below are highlights from the Coalition's
work in November:

The Coalition continues to fight for more
funding for parks and public lands. We
joined a letter urging Congress
to follow the Senate Appropriations
Committee’s lead and advance
bipartisan, sensible funding increases
for environmental programs in Fiscal
Year 2025 free of new poison pill policy
riders or attacks on the historic climate
and environmental progress in the
Inflation Reduction Act.
The Coalition also joined partners in a
letter urging Congressional
appropriators to include the full breadth
of disaster needs for our federal public
lands management agencies as they
negotiate the FY25 disaster relief
supplemental.
In partnership with NPCA, the Coalition
submitted comments on the Arches
National Park Visitor Access and
Experience Plan.
The Coalition also provided comments
regarding the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation's Section 106
Review of the Bureau of Land
Management Western Solar Plan.

These are a selection of our advocacy actions
this month. Please visit our website for a
complete summary of our actions.

A Message from A Fellow NPS Retiree

My name is Mark Hardgrove, and I serve on
the board of directors for a unique
organization dedicated to conservation efforts
worldwide - the Conservation Volunteers
International Program. ConservationVIP is
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated
to helping sustain some of the world’s most
remarkable landscapes, cultural heritage
sites, and biodiversity. One way we fulfill our
mission is by offering volunteer trips to
some extraordinary destinations where the
trip participants engage in hands-on
environmental conservation projects.

Our board members participate in the
planning, organizing and implementing
of these volunteer trips. It provides a way for
those of us who dedicated our careers to
conservation to continue making meaningful
contributions in retirement. I have had the
privilege of leading trips to destinations such
as the Galapagos Islands, Virgin Islands
National Park, Torres del Paine, Costa Rica
and Cinque
Terre.

ConservationVIP’s trips are a fun and
rewarding way to explore incredible places
while continuing to contribute to conservation
efforts. For retired Park managers and cultural
and natural resource professionals, it’s an
excellent opportunity to share your knowledge
and passion with a global impact. I invite you
to explore our website to learn more about
our trips. You might find, as I did, that
volunteering with us inspires you to get even
more involved by serving as a trip leader. If
you would like additional information, feel
free to email me at
mark@conservationvip.org.
 

On the Horizon

Here is a look at some of the work we'll be
pursuing in December:

Planning for the incoming administration
The Coalition's annual giving campaign
Advocacy related to park funding and
the 2025 budget.
Coordination with partner groups
regarding opposition to the proposed
data center development near
Wilderness Battlefield.
Continued support for national
monument designations and
amplification of local campaigns
including Sáttítla, Chuckwalla, and
Frances Perkins National Monuments.
Research and work on the 2024 Annual
Report

Member Count

The Coalition added 126 new members in
November, for a total of 3,057. Membership
is open to current and former NPS employees
and volunteers. Know anyone interested in
becoming a member? They can join here.
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