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October 15, 2024 
 
 
Dear Regional Administrator Shore and Ms. Liu, 
 
We, the undersigned, write to express our disappointment in the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) proposed approval of Ohio’s Regional Haze State Implementation Plan.  
 
As you are aware, in 1999, the EPA adopted the Regional Haze Rule requiring states to advance 
plans to reduce haze-causing pollution until natural air quality is restored at protected national 
parks and wilderness areas, called Class I areas. While our air is slightly cleaner, no Class I area 
has achieved natural air quality. We have an opportunity now to ensure air in Ohio, and across 
the region, is cleaner in the future than it is now. 
 
In 2023, Ohio was the fourth largest sulfur dioxide (SO2) emitter in the country, a major 
pollutant that, in addition to particulate matter and nitrogen oxides (NOx), is one of the primary 
contributors to haze pollution. The infamous coal-burning Gavin Power Plant in Ohio was one of 
the largest sources of SO2 and NOx in the country in 2023. Additionally, according to an 
analysis by Sierra Club, the Gavin plant is the deadliest coal plant in the country as a result of its 
emissions. 
 
As pollution tends to travel east, Gavin is a top source of pollution for Shenandoah National Park 
in Virginia, causing hazy skies and harmful health conditions, especially for kids in the region. 
Gavin also pollutes air to the south and west, causing haze pollution in Mammoth Cave National 
Park in Kentucky and the Great Smoky Mountains National Park in Tennessee and North 
Carolina, and in communities along the way.  
 
Despite these facts, and the requirement that states make reasonable progress towards natural 
visibility in their regional haze plans every 10 years, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(OH EPA) 2021 state regional haze plan and subsequent supplemental materials made no 
meaningful efforts to reduce haze-forming emissions from Gavin or other Ohio polluting sources 
beyond the current status quo.  
 
In fact, EPA Region 5’s proposed approval of Ohio EPA’s deficient haze plan, thus, violates both 
the Clean Air Act and the Regional Haze Rule. The EPA is prohibited from approving haze plans 
that do not meet the statutory and regulatory requirements of the Regional Haze Program and we 
believe that Ohio EPA’s plan does not meet those statutory requirements.  
 
The EPA shouldn’t shy away from requiring corporations that are dirtying our air from adhering 
to the highest standards for the benefit of all Americans and our treasured national parks and 
wilderness areas. The EPA is missing an opportunity to require Ohio’s polluting facilities to clean 
up; actions that are strongly supported by our organizations.  
 

https://www.regulations.gov/commenton/EPA-R05-OAR-2021-0544-0141


Regional Haze planning is a once-a-decade chance for the EPA to continue to drive reasonable 
progress and improve Americans’ ability to best enjoy our national parks, public health and the 
environment. As such, we request that EPA Region 5 reverse the proposed approval of 
Ohio’s regional haze plan and instead, disapprove of the highly flawed plan and complete a 
Federal Implementation Plan (FIP) that will result in real reductions in haze-causing pollution 
that impacts Ohioians and states across the region. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
SeMia Bray 
Co-Director 
Black Environmental Leaders 
Cleveland, Ohio 
 

Phil Francis 
Chair 
Coalition to Protect America’s National Parks 
Washington, District of Columbia 

Alicia Smith 
Executive Director 
Junction Coalition 
Toledo, Ohio 
 

Crystal Davis 
Senior Midwest Regional Director 
National Parks Conservation Association 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Yvonka Hall 
Executive Director 
Northeast Ohio Black Health Coalition 
Cleveland, Ohio 
 

Chris Tavenor 
General Counsel 
Ohio Environmental Council 
Columbus, Ohio 

Neil Waggoner 
Midwest Beyond Coal Campaign Manager 
Sierra Club 
Columbus, Ohio 

 

 


