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Coalition News

As the Coalition continues to
celebrate twenty years of supporting and

advocating for the National Park System, we
recently launched a Legacy Giving campaign
to begin building support for years to come.

We are grateful for your continued support.
For more information on this initiative,
please visit the website or contact our

Executive Director, Amy Gilbert.

Advocacy Actions

Below are highlights from the many actions
we took in June:

The Coalition provided BLM detailed
comments on its proposed rule on
Conservation and Land Health. Among
other things, the letter expresses
support for the intent of the proposed
rule and the elevation of conservation
as a use on par with other uses for
lands under BLM's purview.
The Coalition engaged in multiple
advocacy efforts on pending legislation
at both the federal and state levels.
The Coalition submitted written
testimony to the House Committee on
Natural Resources, Subcommittee on
Federal Lands, opposing H.R. 3025,
which would prohibit an increase in the
total acreage of federal land in the
Virgin Islands National Park. The
Coalition joined in a letter to Congress
opposing S. 1185 and H.R. 615, the
Protecting Access for Hunters and
Anglers Act of 2023. The Coalition also
joined in signing a letter to the
California Assembly Transportation
Committee expressing concerns with
the I-15 Wildlife Crossings Trailer bill.
The Coalition continues its advocacy for
increased protections of public lands.
In honor of the anniversary of the
Antiquities Act, we updated the report
on national monuments to highlight
additional national treasures in need of
protection. We supported the
Administration in providing additional
protections for Chaco Culture National
Historical Park. We signed a joint
letter to the President requesting the
designation of Baaj Nwaavjo I'tah
Kukveni Grand Canyon National
Monument. We issued a press release
in support of efforts to expand San
Gabriel Mountains National
Monument.
The Coalition continues to advocate
for responsible air tour management
plans for national parks. The Coalition
submitted comments on plans for
Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park,
Badlands National Park, Mount
Rushmore National Memorial, and
Haleakalā  National Park.
The Coalition continues its work to
protect public lands with responsible
oil and gas leasing by commenting on
the Montana-Dakotas third quarter
Environmental Assessment and the
Wyoming fourth quarter draft
Environmental Assessment and draft
Finding of No Significant Impact.

These are just some of our advocacy actions
this month. Please visit our website and blog
to learn more and see all of the Coalition's
work.
 

Announcements

This month, the Coalition renewed its
partnership agreement with the Park
Institute of America, a nonprofit based in
Durham, North Carolina, that communicates
park value and researches ways to build a
more robust and diverse conservation
workforce. As part of this effort, the
Institute issues a brief weekly newsletter
featuring readers' favorite parks and
spotlighting academic research that shows
why protected areas are so important to us
all. Click here to view the Institute's
newsletter series and subscribe.

On the Horizon

Here is a look at some of the work we'll be
pursuing in July:

Continuing the 20th Anniversary
celebration with interviews from EC
members, past and present
Workforce Issues meeting with our
colleagues at NPCA and ANPR
Quarterly Executive Council Meeting
Amplifying and celebrating Latino
Conservation Week
Tracking budget and appropriations for
FY 2024
Amplification for new national
monument campaigns, including the
expansion of the San Gabriel Mountains
National Monument

Member Count

The Coalition added 32 new members in
June, for a total of 2,479. Membership is
open to current and former NPS employees
and volunteers. Know anyone interested in
becoming a member? They can join here.

NPS News

More and more, talk is growing over the need
to protect our night skies from ever
increasing light pollution. Many of our
national parks have been able to achieve
that goal, and the New York Times featured
numerous parks celebrating our night skies.
You might recall that last summer, Linda
Mazzu, a member of the Coalition's Executive
Council, discussed Bryce Canyon National
Park's efforts to earn "dark sky" status.
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