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Coalition News

It is with heavy hearts that we share the
news of the passing of Donald Baur. Don
served as pro bono legal counsel to the
Coalition since its inception and was the
2008 recipient of the 1872 Award. Don began
his career as an attorney for the National
Park Service and later served as General
Counsel for the U.S. Marine Mammal
Commission. Don was a great friend to the
Coalition and his wisdom, guidance, and
friendship will be sorely missed. Fond
memories and expressions of sympathy may
be shared on this tribute page.

2022 Award Recipients

The Executive Council is proud to announce
the winners of the 2022 George Hartzog
Award and the 1872 Award.

Dr. Michael Soukup has been selected as the
2022 George Hartzog Award recipient. This
award is given to an individual who
demonstrates outstanding support for the
mission of the National Park Service. Dr.
Soukup served as the chief scientist in his
role as the Associate Director for Natural
Resource Stewardship and Science. During his
career he brought the protection of natural
resources to the forefront and
professionalized the natural resource
workforce.

Maria Burks has been selected as this year's
1872 Award recipient. This award is given to
an individual who demonstrates outstanding
support for the Coalition. Maria served four
years as Vice Chair of the Coalition. She led
the daily functioning of the Coalition and
was invaluable in the Coalition's outreach to
the Administration, the National Park
Service, and Congressional offices.

Congratulations to Mike and Maria!

Advocacy Actions

Below are highlights from actions we took in
December:

The Coalition issued a press release
recognizing the much needed funding
included for the National Park Service
in the Fiscal Year 2023 omnibus
appropriations bill. NPS would benefit
from $1.5 billion in supplemental
disaster recovery as it continues to
respond to multiple 2022 natural
disasters. The bill also provides NPS a
$210 million increase. Additionally, it
will expand housing for NPS staff, an
critical need of the current workforce.
The Coalition celebrated passage of
the National Heritage Area Act. This
bill authorizes a National Heritage Area
as a nationwide program within the
National Park Service. Earlier in the
month the Coalition sent a letter to
Congressional leadership urging passage
of the bill.
Chair Mike Murray spoke with Citizen
Times about the Coalition's concerns
with Air Tour Management Plans
(ATMPs) in the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park and throughout the
National Park Service. The Coalition has
been active in advocating for ATMPs
that preserve the outdoor for visitors
and wildlife alike.

These are just some of our advocacy actions
this month. Please visit our website to learn
more and take a look at additional efforts.
 

Announcements

The Coalition extends its thanks to Jim
Northup as he concludes four years of service
on the Executive Council. Jim has served as
treasurer for the past three years and
provided his expertise on numerous NPS law
enforcement and visitor use-related issues.
Many thanks to Jim for all you have done.

Please join us in welcoming Sue Consolo-
Murphy to her first term on the Executive
Council. Sue retired from the National Park
Service in 2019 as the Chief of Resources
(Natural and Cultural) at Grand Teton
National Park. Previously, she was Chief of
Cultural Resources at Yellowstone. She
continues to be involved in her local
community and in scientific publications.

On the Horizon

Here is a look at some of the work we'll be
pursuing in January:

Annual Meeting of the Executive
Council
Finalizing the 2022 Annual Report
Reviewing the CPANP Strategic Plan
Celebrating the Coalition's 20th
Anniversary in 2023
Continued advocacy on issues such as
regional haze, air tour management
plans, NPS employee housing, and
hunting regulations in national
preserves in Alaska
Ongoing support for use of the
Antiquities Act and the designation of
national monuments

Member Count

The Coalition added 34 new members in
December, for a total of 2,334. Know anyone
interested in becoming a member? They can
join here.

NPS News

We all know America's National Parks are a
favorite destination of Americans and visitors
from all over the world, and National
Geographic recognized one in its list of "25
Breathtaking Places and Experiences for
2023". Included as a best destinations for
travelers is Big Bend National Park, where
they describe a place where "the legends of
Texas will come alive and the landscape will
surprise." Happy Travels in 2023!
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