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Dear Mr. Mutray:

Thank you for your letter of March 10,2022, concerning the increase to backcountry permit cost recovery
charge at Grand Canyon National Park (GRCA). I apologize for the delay in my response, but I appreciate
your feedback and the opportunity to share our decision-making process.

The backcountry pemmit operation at GRCA is designed to be a cost-recovery program and collects fees
using the authorization codified at 54 U.S.C. § 103104. Underthe cost recovery codification for Special
Use Permits, the park service “may recover all costs of providing necessary services associated with
special use permits.” GRCA’s Backcountry fees are intended to recover the actual costs of the operation
including the permit offices and Backcountry Information Centers. The recent increase in our backcountry
fees is designed to eliminate a funding deficit in the park’s backcountry permit operation and ensure that
actual costs are recovered. In this case, public comment is not required.

The Park values efficiency for our visitors and staff are continuously analyzing our processes and
identifying ways to improve. To better accommodate park and visitors’ needs, we have a team working
together with Recreation.gov to build an online backcountry permitting system that is anticipated to
launch in early 2023.

Parks have a mission to make park resources available to the public and the decision to increase our
backcountry fees took careful consideration. I appreciate yourinterest in the park and our backcountry. If
you have any further questions or comments, please feel free to follow up with Steve Sullivan, our
Permits Program Manager at 928.638.7415 or Steve Sullivan@nps.gov.

Sincerely,
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Edward T. Keable

Superintendent



