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Overview 
The National Park Service is moving forward with reopening national parks as the nation 
continues to navigate the impacts from COVID-19. Park closures across the country occurred in 
a disordered manner and often only after intense pressure by state and local officials. This lack of 
national leadership and policy placed NPS employees, volunteers, and park partners at risk. 
Now, as the President and Secretary of the Interior push national parks and public lands to 
reopen, we are faced with a similar situation.  
 
Sample Statement 
National Parks should not open before the safety of National Park Service employees, concession 
employees, volunteers and other partners, including those in gateway communities, can be 
ensured.	And not before we have the necessary capacity to protect our resources. This includes 
adequate staff, personal protective equipment, and employee training. There must be system 
wide and individual park plans in place, made available to the public, that can be executed prior 
to reopening said [NAME, TITLE] 
 
Talking Points 
 

I. Parks should not open before the safety of National Park Service employees, concession 
employees, volunteers and other partners, including those in gateway communities, can 
be ensured. 

II. Parks should not be expected to reopen overnight. While working with local and state 
governments is important, the NPS should follow the most restrictive standards to ensure 
the safety of all involved in park operations as well as visitors who visit inside the parks 
and who utilize gateway communities. 

III. Park staff must have the necessary capacity to safely provide visitor services and protect 
park resources, including: 
- adequate staff 
- personal protective equipment 
- employee training including specific training related to COVID19 as well as NPS 

Safety training 
IV. Seasonal employee and volunteer housing assignments must provide for reduced 

occupancy in order to ensure appropriate social distancing in assigned quarters. 



V. There must be adequate custodial staffing to ensure frequent cleaning (i.e., more than the 
typical once or twice a day) of all public restrooms that are open for use. This is 
particularly a concern in campground restrooms, which will be a concentrated public use 
facility regardless of how many campsites are open or closed. 

VI. There must be system wide and individual park plans in place that can be fully funded 
and executed prior to reopening including safety plans that ensure compliance with CDC 
guidelines and NPS Safety Policy.   

VII. GAR safety analyses should be completed on plans and aspects of park operations 
including employee housing, concession operations, volunteer programs, cooperating 
association and other partner operations, and contractor activities. 

VIII. Prior to parks opening for the season, these plans should be distributed to park 
employees, including seasonal employees prior to onboarding, and made available to the 
public (such as posting the plan on the park website).  
 

Twitter Guidance 

 

Handles  
@Interior 
@SecBernhardt  
@protectnps 

 
Hashtags 

#ProtectOurParks 
#NPS 
#NationalParks 
 

 
Suggested Tweets 
 
#NationalParks should not open before the safety of #NPS employees, concession employees, 
volunteers and other partners can be ensured. #protectourparks  

“There must be system wide and individual park plans in place, made available to the public, that 
can be executed prior to reopening” @ProtectNPS’ Phil Francis urging @SecBernhardt not to 
reopen parks without a plan #protectourparks 

Show us the plan! Parks cannot reopen overnight. #NPS employee and visitor safety must be 
provided for before parks reopen #protectourparks 
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